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I Had fome repute for profe ; 

And, till they drove me out of date, 

Could maul a minifter of ftate. ^r ccL 

But fate with butchers plac’d thy prieftly flail 
Meek modern faith to murder, hack and maul. ’ P 0 p e . 
Maul, n.f [malleus , Latin. J A heavy hammer. 

n A man that beareth Calie witnefs is a maul , a fvvord, and 
fharp arrow Prov.xxv.i 8. 

Maund. n.f [manb, Saxon; made, Fr.] A hand-balket. 

I o Ma under, v. n. [ maudirc , French.] To grumble ; to 
murmur. 

He made me many vifits, maundring as if I had done him 
a difeourtefy in leaving fuch an opening. JWfeman’s Surgery. 

Maunderer. n.f. [from maunder.'] A murmurer ; a grum¬ 
bler. ° 

Maundy-Thursday, n f. [derived by Spelman from mande, 
a hand-bafket, in which the king was accuftomed to give 
alms to the poor.] The Thurfday before Good-friday. 

MAUSO'LEXJM. n.f [Latin; maufolee, French. A name 
which was firft given to a (lately monument ere&ed by his 
queen Artimefia to her hulband Maufolus, king of Cana.] 
A pompous funeral monument. 

Maw. n.f [maja, Saxon; maeghe, , Dutch.] 

1. I he llomach of animals, and of human beings, in con¬ 
tempt. 

So oft in feafts with coftly changes clad, 

To crammed maws a fprat new ftomach brings. Sidney. 
We have heats Si dungs, and of bellies and maws of hvino- 
creatures, and of their bloods. Bacon. 

Though plenteous, all too little feems, 

To (tuff this maw , this vaft unhidebound corps. Milton. 

The ferpent, who his maw obfeene had fill’d, 

The branches in his curl’d embraces held. Dryden. 

2 . The craw of birds. 

Granivorous birds have the mechanifm of a mill; their 
menu is the hopper which holds and foftens the grain, lettino- 
it down by degrees into the ftomach, where it is ground by 
two ftrong mufcles ; in which adtion they are affifted by fmall 
ftones, which they fwallow for the purpofe. Arbuthnot. 

Ma'wkish. adj. [perhaps from maw.] Apt to give fatiety; 
apt to caufe loathing. 

Flow, Welded ! flow, like thine infpirer beer, 

So fweetly mawkijh , and fo fmoothly dull. Pope. 

Ma'wkishness. n.f [from mawkijh .] Aptnefs to caufe loath- 
ing. 

Ma'wmet. n.f [or mammet , from mam or mother.] A pup¬ 
pet, anciently an idol. 

Ma'wmish. adj. [from mawm or mawmet .] Foolifh; idle; 
naufeous. 

It is one of the moft naufeous, mawmifo mortifications, 
for a man of fenfe to have to do with a punctual, finical fop. 

L’EJlrange. 

Maw-worm, n.f [maw and worm.] 

Ordinary gut-worms loofen, and Aide off from, the intern 
tunick of the guts, and frequently creep into the flomach for 
nutriment, being attracted thither by the lweet chyle; whence 
they are called flomach or maw-worms. Harvey on Conf 

Ma'xillar. ] adj. [maxiHaris, Latin.] Belonging to the 

Ma'xillary. f jaw-bone. 

The greateft quantity of hard fubflance continued is to¬ 
wards the head; there is the fkull, the teeth, and the maxil¬ 
lary bones. Bacon s Nat. Hifl. N°. 74. 

Ma'xim. n.f. [maxime, French; maximum , Lat.] An axiom; 
a general principle; a leading truth. 

This maxim out of love I teach. Shakefpeare. 

It is a maxim in flate, that all countries of new acquefl, 
till fettled, are rather matters of burden than of flrength. 

Bacon’s War zuitb Spain. 

Yet, as in duty bound, they ferve him on ; 

Nor eafe> nor wealth, nor life itfelf regard. 

For ’tis their maxim , love is love’s reward. Dryden. 

That the temper, the fentiments, the morality of men, 
is influenced by the example and difpofition of thofe they con- 
verfe with, is a reflexion which has long fince palled into 
proverbs, and been ranked among the Handing maxims of hu- 
man wifdom. . . , „ Roger's Sermons. 

May, auxiliary verb, preterite ?r.igkt. [magan, Saxon; mogben , 

Dutch.] . , , .. . . 

i. To be at liberty; to be permitted; to be allowed; as, you 
may do for me [per me licet] all you can. 

He that is fent out to travel with the thoughts of a man, 
defigning to improve himfelf, may get into the converfation 
of perfons of condition. Locke on Education* 

2; To be pofiible ; with the words may be. 

Be the workmen what they, may be, let us fpeak of the 
work. • Bacon’sEJfays. 

■2. To be by chance. _ 7 , - 

It may be, I fhall otherwife bethink me. Slmejp . 

How old .TTwy Phillis be -> Y ou a ^> 

Whofe beauty thus all hearts engages ? 

To anfwer is no cafy talk, p . 

For {he has really two ages. ' ?' ncr ' 


4. To have power. 

This alfo tendeth to no more but what l* 
for what he may do is of two kinds * whaf lv* ' 

and what he may do as poflible. * ^ d ° as 

Make the moft of life you may. £ acon ' 

5. A word exprefling delire. * Bourne. 

Moy you live happily and long for the fervice ofy qurcoun 

M/VY-ie. Perhaps. r Dedicat. to the 

that better reafon will aflVscre 
X he raflr revenger’s heart, words well difpos’d 
Have fecret pow r t’ appeafe inflamed rave Fair, a 
May-be , the am’rous count folicits her 5 > 

" >T1, U „ nl r fuI PUrP ° fe - n , u eJp - Ms w ‘“ th “< well 
Tis nothing yet, yet all thou haft to give • ' 

I hen add thofe may-be years thon haft to live’ n. ■ 

What they offer is bare may-be and fhift, and farfe 

amounts to a tolerable reafon. r “ evcr 

May [Meiius, Latin.] The fifth month of the yea t'*t 
confine of Spring and Summer ; the early or gay part of life 
On a day, alack the day ! 5 7 ^ 01 1,te * 

Love, whofe month is ever May, 

’Spied a bloflom pafling fair, 

Playing in the wanton air. Shakefp. Love’s Lab-nr bn 
Maids are May when they are maids, * 

But the (ky changes when they are wives. Shakeft 

My liege 

Is in the very Mry-morn of his youth. 

Ripe for exploits Shakefpeare’. i Her.ryV. 

111 prove it on his body, if he dare; 

Defpight his nice fence, and his aaive’pra&ice. 

His May of youth, and bloom of luftihood. * Shake/* 
May muft be drawn with a fweet and amiable counte- 
nance, clad in a robe of white and green, embroidered with 
Gamdils,^ hawthorns, and blue-bottles. Peachanu 

Hail! bounteous May, that do’ft infpire 
Mirth and youth, and warm deflre ; 

Woods and groves are of thy drefling, 

Hill and dale doth boaft thy bleffing. Milton 

To May. v.n. [from the noun.] To gather flowers on Mat 
morning. J 

When merry May firft early calls the morn. 

With merry maids a rnaying they do go. Sidney. 

Cupid with Aurora playing, 

As he met her once a maying. Milton. 

May-bug. n.f. [May and bug.] A chaffer. Ainf. 

May-day. n. f [May and day. J The firft of May. 

’Tis as much impoflible, 

Unlefs we fwept them from the door with cannons, 

To fcatter ’em, as ’tis to make ’em fleep 
On May-day morning. Shakefpeare. 

May-flower, n.f [May and fower.] A plant. 

The plague, they report, hath a feent of the May-flower. 

Bacon’s Nat. Hifl. 

May-fly. n.f. [May andyfy.] An infedt. 

He loves the May-fly, which is bred of the cod-worm or 
caddis. Walton’s Angler. 

May-game. n.f. [May and game.] Diverfion; fport; fuch 
as are ufed on the firft of May. 

The king this while, though he feemed to account of the 
defigns of Perkin but as a May-game, yet had given order 
for the watching of beacons upon the coafts. Bacon. 

Like early lovers, whofe unpradtis’d hearts 
Were long the May-game of malicious arts, 

When once they find their jealoufles were vain, 

With double heat renew their fires again. Dryden. 

May-lily. n.f. The fame with lily of the valley. 
May-pole. n.f. [May and pole.] Pole to be danced round in 
May. 

Amid the area wide fhe took her ft and. 

Where the tall May-pole once o’er-look’d the ftrand. Pope. 
May-weed. n.f. [May and weed.] A fpecies of chamomile, 
called alfo (linking chamomile, which grows wild. Miller. 
The Maie-weed doth burne, and the thiftle doth freat, 

The fitches pul downward both rie and the wheat. Tufflr. 
MA'YOR. n.f. [major, Lat.] The chief magiftrate of a cor¬ 
poration, who, in London and York, is called Lord Mayor. 
My Lord, the mayor of London comes to greet you. 

Shakefpeare s Rich. III. 

When the king once heard it; out of anger, 

He fent command to the lord mayor (trait 

To ftop the rumour. Shakefpeare's Henry V 1 J • 

The mayor of this town locked up the gates ot the city- 

Knolles’s Hifl. of the Turks. 

Wou’d’ft thou not rather chufc a.fmall renown, ^ 

To be the mayor of fome poor, paltry town. Dry.^u. 
Mayoralty, n.f [from mayor.] The office of a mayor. 

It is incorporated with a mayoralty, and nameth burgv, es 
to the parliament. 

There was a (harp profe.cution againft Sir W ibiam kvape, 
for mifgovernment in his mayoralty. Bacon s Henry- 

Mayoress, n. f [from mayor.] The wife of the 
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„TA'VARD n.f [mafehoire, French.] A jaw. Hemmer. 

MA Z Now my lady Worm’s chapleis, and knockt about the 
nunard with a fexton’s fpade. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Where thou might’ll ftickle without hazard . 

Of outrage to thy hide and mazard. Huatbras , p. j. 

MAZE, n.f [mijfen, Dutch, to miftake; maye, a whirlpool, 

*A labyrinth ; a place of perplexity and winding palTages. 
He, like a copious river, pour’d his fong 
O’er all the mazes of enchanted ground. . Thorny on. 

2. Confufion of thought; uncertainty ; perplexity. . 

He left in himfelf nothing but a jnaze of longing, ana a 
dungeon of forrow. Sidney, b. 11. 

While they ftudy how to bring to pafs that religion may 
feem but a matter made, they lofe themfelves in the very 
maze of their own difeourfes, as if reafon did even purpofely 
forfake them, who of purpofe forfake God, the author 

thereof. Hooker > b ' v ‘ 

I have thruft myfelf into this maze. 

Haply to wive and thrive as beft I may. Shakefpeare. 

To Maze. v. a. [from the noun.] To bewilder; to confufe. 
Much was I maz’d to fee this monfter kind. 

In hundred forms to change his fearful hue. Spenfer. 

Ma'zy. adj. [from maze.] Perplexed ; confufed. 

The Lapithse to chariots add the ftate 
Of bits and bridles, taught the fteed to bound. 

To run the ring, and trace the mazy round. Dryden. 

Ma'zer. n.f [maefer, Dutch, a knot of maple.] A maple 
cup. 

Then, lo ! Perigot, the pledge which I plight, 

A mazer ywrought of the maple ware, 

Wherein is enchafed many a fair fight 
Of bears and tygers that make fierce war. Spenfer’s Pajl. 
Virgil obferves, like Theocritus, a juft decorum, both of 
the fubjedt and the perfons, as particularly in the third pafto- 
ral, where one of his fliepherds deferibes a bowl, or mazer, 
curioufly carved. Dryden’s Virgil. 

M. D. Medicines dottor, dodlor of phyfick. 

Me, 

1. The oblique cafe of I. 

Me , only me, the hand of fortune bore, 

Unbleft to tread an interdi&ed fhorc. Pope’s Odyffey. 

For me the fates feverely kind, ordain 
A cool fufpenfe. Pope. 

2. Me is fometimes a kind of ludicrous expletive. 

He thrufts me himfelf into the company of three or four 
gentlemanlike dogs, under the duke’s table. ShakeJ'peare. 
He prefently, as greatnefs knows itfelf. 

Steps me a little higher than his vow 
Made to my father, while his blood was poor. Shakefp. 
I, having been acquainted with the fmell before, knew it 
Was Crab, and goes me to the fellow that whips the dogs. 

Shakefp. Two Gentlemen of Verona. 
I followed me clofe, came in foot and hand, and, with a 
thought, feven of the eleven I paid. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

3. It is fometimes ufed ungrammatically for /; as, methinks. 

Me rather had, my heart might feel your love. 

Than my unpleas’d eye fee your courtefy. Shakefpeare. 
Me'acock. n.f [mes coq. Skinner.] An uxorious or effemi¬ 
nate man. 

Me'acock. adj. Tame; timorous; cowardly. 

’Tis a world to fee, 

How tame, when men and women are alone, 

A meacock wretch can make the curfteft fhrew. Shakefp. 
Mead. n.f. [mae&o, Saxon; meethe, Dutch; meth, German; 
hydromeh, Lat.] A kind of drink made of water and honey. 

Though not fo folutive a drink as mead, yet it will be more 
grateful to the flomach. Bacon. 

He fheers his over-burden’d fbeep ; 

Or mead for cooling drink prepares. 

Of virgin honey in the jars. Dryden. 

Mead. [ n.f [maetoe, Sax.] Ground fomewhat watery, not 
Me adow. S plowed, but covered with grafs and flowers. 
Where al thing in common do reft. 

Come feeld with the pafture and mead, 

Y A 7 ha i r°i th T it r' ftand J ou in ftead ? buffer’s Hufl. 

A band felect from forage drives 

A herd of beeves, fair oxen, and fair kine, 

brom1 a fat meadow ground. Milton's Par. Loft bx 

Paints her, ’tis true, with the fame hand which ihreadsi 

Uce gionous colours, through the flow’ry Wr, P 

When lavifh nature with her beft attire 

Cloaths the gay fpring, the feafon of defire. IP a IL r 

Yet ere to-morrow’s fun fhall fhew his head, , 

1 he dewy paths of meadows we will tread, / 

i*or crowns and chaplets to adorn thv bed r> a V 
Meadow-saffron. Jr r tLT 1 -. . Dr y den - 3 


eadow-saffron. n.f [colchkum , Lat.l A ulant 

flnSd I T ,dow yffl r ™ 1,ath a flower confifting of one leaf 
lhaped hke a lily, nfing in form of a fmall tub! and i ’ 

bous ro W | ned: in 5° { ' x ie S men,s; i£ libwrift’n w:i 

Mr« Y ’ G0VCred Wlth a membranous (kin. 
Meadow-sweby. n.f {ulmaria, Lat.] A ph 


,-is gra- 

has hkewife a foiid, bul- 

Miller. 

ant. 


The meadow-fweet hath a flower compofed of feveral leases 
placed In a circular order, and expanding in farm of a role, 
out of whofe empalement rifes the pointal, which becomes a 
fruit compofed of many little membranous crooked hulks ga- 
therd into an head, each of which generally contains one 

feed. . n 

Me'ager. adj. [maigre, French; macer, Latin.] 

1. Lean; wanting flefli; ftarven. 

Thou art fo lean and meagre waxen late, 

That fcarce thy legs uphold thy feeble gate. Hitbberd. 

Now will .the canker forrow eat my bud, 

And chafe the native beauty from his cheek, 

And he will look as hollow as a ghoft, ^ __ 

As dim and meagre as an ague’s fit. Shakefp. King John. 

Meager were his looks. 

Sharp mifery had worn him to the bones. Shakefpeare. 

Whatfoever their neighbour gets, they lofe, and the 
very bread that one eats makes t’other meager. UEJlrange , 

The reeking entrails 

He to his meagre maftiffs made a prey. Dryden » 

Fierce famine with her meagre face* 

And fevers of the fiery race. 

In 1 warms th’ offending wretch furround* 

All brooding on the blafted ground : 

And limping death, lafh’d on by fate. 

Comes up to fihorten half our date. Drydcrit 

2. Poor; hungry. 

Canaan’s happy land, when worn with toil, 

Requir’d a Sabbath year to mend the meagre foil. Dryden. 

To Me'ager. v. a. [from the noun.] To make lean. 

It cannot be, that I fhould be fo fhamefully betfayed, and 
as a man meagered with long watching and painful labour, 
laid himfelf down to fleep. Knolles’s Hifl. of the Turks . 

Me'agerness. n.f [from meager.] 

1. Leannefs ; want of flefh. 

2. Scantnefs ; barenefs. 

Poynings, the better to make compenfation of the meager * 
nefs of his fervice in the wars by adls of peace, called a par¬ 
liament. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

Meak. n.f. A hook with a long handle. 

A meake for the peafe, and to fwing up the brake. Tuff. 

Meal. n. f. [male, Saxon, repaft or portion.] 

1. The adt of eating at a certain time. 

Boaz faid unto her at meal time, Come cat, and dip thv 
mor tel. _ Ruth ii. 14. 

The quantity of aliment neceflary to keep the animal in a 
due ftate of vigour, ought to be divided into meals at proper 
intervals. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2. A repaft. 

What ftrange fifli 

Hath made his meal on thee ? Shakefp. Tempefl. 

Give them great meals of beef, and iron and fteel, they 
will eat like wolves, and fight like devils. Shakefp. Henry V. 

They^made m’ a mifer’s feaft of happinefs. 

And cou’d not furnifh out another meal. Drvden . 

3. A part; a' fragment. 

1 hat yearly rent is ftill paid into the hanaper, even as the 
former cafualty itfelf was wont to be, in parcel meal, brought 
in, and anfwered there. Bacon 

4. [Madepe, Saxon; meet, Dutch; mahlen, to grind, Ger¬ 
man.] The flower or edible part of corn. 

In the bolting and fifting of near fourteen years of fuch 
power and favour, all that came out could not be expedted 
to be pure and fine W, but muft have a mixture of padar 
and bran in this lower age of human fragility. JVotton 

An old weazel conveys himfelf into a meal -tub for the 
mice to come to her, fince fhe could not go to them 

To Meal. T.&SgVtgf* 

, , . Were be meal’d * 

With that which he corrects, then were he tyrannous. 

aav/* , . Shakefpeare’s Meaf. for Me a fur r 

°ne that deals in meal. ' 

L&;t^ eorfoftinfipid ^° f meai ^ *** 

cid T an e aCL P . artS * ^ too viL 

2. Befprinkled, as with meal. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

With four wings, as all farinaceous and mealv-vr ■ 
mals, as butterflies and moths. Brown’s iZl arH " 

Like a gay infea, in his fu mm efCe ^ 

ed from mlld-mouthei or molloNothL ^ but 7 ? ^ ?° rrU[ | t ' 
fore mouths of animals that u b 1 P erha P s the 

minute their frain m ft t w V ? ^ mMe ‘° COm ' 
unable to fpefk freely 6 ki mlh Soft mouthed, 

plain 6 WaS 2 foo110 be mta b~mouthcd where nature fpeaks fo 

Meaiymo'uthedness. n. / rfram .k A. p'Sf-rcmge. 
r<efs; reftraint of fpeech. t • m the adjedltve.J Lalhful- 
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